
Dear friends, well-wishers and 
benefactors,

We are drawing close to the end 
of another year. Our minds once 
again focus on the Holy Family 
and everything that surrounds the Holy Night, 
on which our Saviour was born.

Seeing Christmas commercialized, we may say 
that people are slowly turning from worshipping 
the Lord to worshipping instead the things the 
Lord has made. But, we would like to recall with 
you, all that the Lord has accomplished in our 
Karnataka-Goa Province during the past year. You 
have been an instrument of God’s intervention in 
our lives. It is indeed our great pleasure to relive 
with you some salient moments.

The marvels the Lord has accomplished in India

“For it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure”.  
(Phil 2:14)

A new beginning: The highlight of 
the year was the Provincial Chapter 

that was held at Dhyana Sadhana, Mysore from 
28 April to 8 May, 2014. This event which takes 
place every three years, brought together 26 
delegates to discuss about important aspects of 
our life and mission. The theme chosen was: 
Colegio de Christo (College of Christ) which 
delved into the aspects of community life 
according to St Teresa of Avila, our foundress, 
as a fitting preparation for her V Birth Centenary. 

visited the various communities. I count on your 
prayers and generous support, so that I can fulfill 
the mandate given to me. 

Marching ahead: Our young seminarians are 
nurtured by our formators and communities, 
strengthening in them the fundamental values of 
our consecrated life according to our particular 
charism and preparing them for our mission in 
the modern world. 

It is heartening to inform you that in spite of 
the enticing voices around them, 19 boys have 
generously stepped into the portals of Carmel 

On 30th Mary, 2014, Most Rev. Francis Serrao, 
the Bishop of Shimoga presided over the 
Ordination of 9 Deacons at our Infant Jesus 
Shrine, Mangalore during which 2 other brothers 
made their Solemn Profession and consecrated 
themselves to the Lord for life in the garden of 
Carmel.

Life in the Spirit: Annual retreats in three batches, 
on the same theme of the Provincial Chapter 
were organized in order to give all our friars 
an opportunity to come together for spiritual 
renewal. The preacher was our confrere from 
Malabar Province, Rev. Dr Peter Chakiat, OCD.

The Lord blessed us with new workers in the 
vineyard. Among the 9 Priestly Ordinations in 
India, 2 were the first Carmelite Priests from the 
state of Gujarat and another 2 who have opted 
for the mission in Tanzania, and have been in 
that territory for the last 4 years. The others are 
from Vasai, Goa and Mangalore. 

Provincial Chapter 2014

Aspirants 2014

First Religious Profession 2014

Province Retreat 2014 - Batch 1

Family Retreat,  
Mira Road, Mumbai

Solemn Profession & Diaconate 2014

Priestly Ordinations 2014

Provincial Council 2014-2017

I was elected as Provincial Superior along with 
a new team of councilors. Though I was away 
from the Province for nearly 27 years in Rome, 
I have always kept in touch with our friars and 

and were received in our Minor Seminary of 
Mapusa – Goa, for the ‘Initiation Course’ on 8th 
June, 2014. 

We rejoiced as 13 novices pronounced their 
vows on 14th December, 2014. On the previous 
day, exactly the same number of postulants 
entered the canonical novitiate, which is a period 
of intense religious formation for one year. 

Witnesses of the Spirit: Our friars are engaged 
in various forms of the apostolate and are in 
demand not only in India, but also abroad. The 
primary contribution always remains the spiritual 
ministry which draws a number of people to our 
Monasteries, Shrines and Parishes. 

Child Labour Residential School
Hoovinahadagali, Bellary

A dream come true: Though the State of Gujarat 
was assigned to our Province at our formation in 
1981, we could never establish our presence up till 
now. This desire was fulfilled when the first phase of 
our project, consisting of a residence for our friars 
was blessed and inaugurated on 23rd November, 
2014. The construction work of the Church and an 
edifice for other apostolate will continue. 
Inauguration of the Monastery, Gorwa, Gujarat



milestone was crossed when a magnificent 
Shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel at Kihonda, Morogoro, was blessed 
and inaugurated during a colourful ceremony 
lasting around 9 hours on 28th July, 2014. On 
that occasion, Most Rev. Telesphore Mkude, 
the Bishop of Morogoro also ordained three 
Tanzanian Carmelite Deacons to the Priesthood. 
At the end, he made a solemn announcement, 
declaring the Shrine as a Quasi-Parish.

The wonders of the Lord in Canada

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build 
it labor in vain” (Ps 127:1)

The Lord’s blessings in other territories

“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the work of the Lord, because 
you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” 
(1Cor 15:58)

The singing friar: We were 
glad to celebrate the life of 
Fr. Berchmans Pinto, who 
crossed the golden landmark 
of 50 years in the Carmelite 
Order. His legacy includes 
pastoral services in Kuwait 
and missionary activity in 
Papua New Guinea. Gifted 
with a melodious voice, 

Fr. Berchmans felicitated

Award Ceremony

The OCDS members

The Shrine in KihondaPriestly Ordinations in Tanzania

Our Friars in Canada

Eucharistic Celebration in Vienna

On my recent visit to Canada I was able to meet 
the Bishops of all the 6 Dioceses where our friars 
are ministering, and the Bishops expressed their 
happiness and gratitude to the Carmelites for 
their committed service. Now at the invitation of 
the Bishop of Prince George, we have sent Frs. 
Melvin Pinto and Ronald Sequeira, who have 
been appointed to the Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
The building of the ‘Little Flower’ formation 
house cum retreat centre at Frazer Valley, will 
begin shortly under the supervision of Fr. Rudolf 
V. D’Souza, who has managed to get all the legal 
clearances required for the project.

he continues to enthrall us with his beautiful 
compositions. A grand celebration to mark this 
event was held at Infant Jesus Shrine, Mangalore 
on 25th March, 2014. Viva Fr. Berchie!

A rising talent in literature: 
We are proud of Deacon 
Joseph Cyril D’Souza who 
was awarded the YUVA 
PURASKAR 2014, for 
literature by the Karnataka 
Sahitya Academy. He 
has already published 
four books and written 4 
dramas. In 2011 he was also 

conferred the “Kitall” Yuva Puraskar.

Growth of the Carmelite Family: 6 members 
from the Secular Carmel at Mangalore, made 
their definitive promises during the Solemn 
concelebrated Eucharist on 16th October, 2014.

The Lord’s mighty hand is seen in Africa

“Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us, and 
prosper for us the work of our hands” (Ps 90:17)

We have 29 Carmelite Friars zealously working 
for the mission territory of Tanzania. Another 

Our friars continue 
their generous 
service in other 
parts of the globe 
like, Italy, South 
Africa and Czech 
Republic. Fr. Rathan 
Almeida, a friar of our Karnataka-Goa Province 
was appointed as prior of the monastery at Vienna 
belonging to the Austrian Semi-Province.

What thanks O Lord, can we render Thee?

As its Christmas time, we ask you to join us in 
praising the Infant King we adore. It was the 
Lord’s grace that prompted us to venture out on 
this journey through the year 2014. We recognize 
that the Lord blessed our efforts and gave us the 
fruit of our hard labour. You have walked with us 
side by side, shoulder to shoulder, through your 
prayers, encouragement, physical presence at 
crucial moments and material/financial offerings. 
We hope that Christmas will also be for you a 
cheerful ending to the year 2014 and a great 
beginning to a happy new one 2015. Thank you 
for all that you are to us. You made a difference 
in our lives. We are confident you will continue 
to support us, so that we might achieve greater 
things for the Lord in the coming days.

Together with all the friars, nuns and brothers of 
the Karnataka-Goa Province I pray that the Lord 

fill your heart with love and many blessings.

Fr. Charles Serrao OCD 
Provincial Superior
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